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November 2012
CHAPTER MEETING: Saturday, December 1, 2012, 11 am Central time, Noon Eastern time
BOARD MEETING: Saturday, December 1, 2012, 10:00 am Central time, 11:00 am Eastern
Our next meeting will be on Saturday, December 1 at the Heritage Center of Murfreesboro and
Rutherford County (225 West College Street, Murfreesboro.) The board meeting will start at 10 am, while
the regular membership meeting will start at 11:00 am and last until 12:30 pm with a pot luck lunch
following. Guest speakers Dr. Carroll Van West and Amy Kostine of the Center for Historic Preservation
will begin at 1:15 pm with questions and answers to follow.
From Nashville, take I-24 South to exit 78A. Take Old Fort Parkway east into town. Go several blocks
and just past Broadway, Old Fort Parkway changes names to Memorial Blvd. Go 1 block past Broadway,
then turn right onto West College Street. 225 West College Street will be about 5 blocks from where you
turned off of Memorial Blvd.
From Chattanooga, take I-24 towards Nashville to exit 78B. Take Old Fort Parkway east into town. Go
several blocks and just past Broadway, Old Fort Parkway changes names to Memorial Blvd. Go 1 block
past Broadway, then turn right onto West College Street. 225 West College Street will be about 5 blocks
from where you turned off of Memorial Blvd.
ELECTIONS
Elections for all TNTOTA chapter board positions, except one national director position, will be held at
the December meeting. Nominations will also be accepted from the floor at the meeting, but you must be
present to vote. Please note that we still need someone to volunteer to be secretary. It is not a hard job, but
we need someone who comes to meetings so they can keep the minutes.
The nominees:
President: Wally Leary
Vice President: Doris Tate Trevino
Secretary: (Open)
Treasurer: Floyd Ayers
State Director: vote for 3
Vickie Garland
Sarah Kortokrax
Vicki Rozema
Ollie Speakman
National Director: vote for 1
Shirley Lawrence
Wally Leary
TRAIL OF TEARS HISTORIC BUILDING SURVEY, BY AMY KOSTINE
The Center for Historic Preservation (CHP) at Middle Tennessee State University & The National Trails
Intermountain Region (NTIR) have partnered together on an exciting new survey project to document and
assess historic buildings and structures associated with the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail (TRTE)
throughout nine states. It is a 15-month project ending in December 2013. CHP staff member Amy
Kostine will serve as the leader of the project, working closely with Dr. Carroll Van West and Elizabeth
Humphreys of the CHP and Mike Taylor of the NTIR. The goal of the project is to document and provide

condition assessments of the above-ground resources along the trail that have a direct association with the
Trail of Tears. In addition, those buildings located along the trail that were standing at the time when
detachments passed but have no other known direct connection will also be documented. This survey will
include previously recorded sites, as well as those not yet recorded or generally known. The final report
will serve as a planning tool for the NTIR for future TRTE certification, preservation, and interpretation
initiatives. The success of this project will rely heavily on TOTA members to provide leads on the
whereabouts and owner information of properties, especially those that have not been documented. Many
may still be hidden behind cladding or other facades. We need your help! If you know of any buildings or
structures associated with the TRTE please contact Amy Kostine, CHP Trail of Tears Project Historian, at
amk4g@mtmail.mtsu.edu or mail information to:
Center for Historic Preservation
Middle Tennessee State University
ATTN: Amy Kostine
Box 80
Murfreesboro, TN 37132

Photos from some preliminary site visits made by Dr. Carroll Van West, Elizabeth Humphreys, Mike
Taylor, and Amy Kostine made October 10th-12th in relation to the Trail of Tears Building Survey
project which the Center for Historic Preservation is working on. The first image shows Dr. West,
Elizabeth, Mike, and Amy discussing the Henegar House in Charleston, TN with Melissa Woody. The
second image is of Dr. West, Elizabeth, Mike, and Amy discussing a log building in Cave Springs, GA
with Jeff Bishop, President of the Georgia chapter of TOTA, and local community leaders.
REPORT FROM BOB RICHARDS, TN GREENWAYS AND TRAILS COORDINATOR
Bob has recently received two boxes of the "New" NPS Trail of Tears National Historic Trail brochure. If
anyone would like 16 brochures, please contact Bob with your snail mail address. The electronic version
is at http://www.nps.gov/trte/planyourvisit/brochures.htm. Bob provided copies of this brochure to
Nashville Central office State Parks staff and four State Parks: Port Royal, Red Clay, David Crockett, and
N.B. Forrest. Shirley Lawrence also has a box of brochures that probably went to the Cherokee Memorial
Removal Park. Also, the Town of Coopertown in Robertson County has received a box of brochures
which will be available at City Hall. Bob is working with the National Park Service(NPS), Long Distance
Trails office (LDT) and Amy Kostine at the MTSU - Center for Historic Preservation (CHP) on the State
of Tennessee specific Trail of Tears brochure. A draft final brochure has been prepared and Bob is
looking for funding from any and all sources.
In preparation for the 175th Anniversary of the Trail of Tears, Bob has discussed the subject with the
three regional representatives in the TN Dept of Tourist Development. Bob is also working with Aaron
Mahr, NPS Superintendent, Long Distance Trails Office, to renew the recently expired (07.2012), 5 year

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the State of Tennessee co-management of the Trail of Tears
National Historic Trail. Bob will remain as the Point of Contact (POC) for the State of Tennessee.
Bob is working with Pat Cummins and Toye Heape of the Native History Association on the "newly"
discovered Original Route section of the Northern Route that used Old Jefferson Pike as the alternate
route around the city of Murfreesboro, TN. This section starts at Readyville Mill and connects back with
the Old Nashville Pike at SR 266 in Symrna. This alternate route was used by 4 or 5 detachments to avoid
paying tolls. Portions of this section are on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers(COE) property (J. Percy
Priest Reservoir) and are currently being used as the Twin Forks horse/hiking trail. He discussed this
section with the Reservoir Manager and directed him to the NPS - Trail of Tears website and the 2008
Final Feasibility Report and the FONSI. Bob also provided the route information to the Tennessee
National Guard who manages property in the same general location in Rutherford County.
Bob is working with a graduate student researcher from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville Forestry
Department on the Trail routes in all 10 states looking at the possible impacts of destructive forest insects
and federal lands. He has also provided information about the 2008 Final Feasibility Report for the Trail
of Tears National Historic Trail, Additional Routes Survey.
Bob is coordinating with Vicky Garland of TNTOTA, the City of Pulaski (Benge Route) and
Lawrenceburg (Bell Route) on the Trail of Tears Sign project for these two routes. This is an NPS - LDT
office approved sign plan with a total of 95 signs to be provided. Assistance includes working with staff
of the Tennessee Department of Transportation on jurisdiction approval and installation of the signs.
Another of Bob’s projects includes working with MTSU-CHP (Amy Kostine) and the staff of Tennessee
State Parks (TSP) on trying to get additional TSP locations certified. These include David Crockett State
Park (Bell Route) and Nathan B. Forrest SP (Benge Route).
On June 9, 2012, the Town of Coopertown unveiled Original Route signs. This date was picked to
coincide with the Cherokee Removal Bikers’ trip and the riders arrived at Coopertown about 9:15 am.
There were six Original Route signs placed on Old Coopertown Road and Burgess Gower Road in
Robertson County. Signs were provided by the National Trail of Tears Association in conjunction with
funding from the National Park Service, Long Distance Trails office.

Photo: Segment of the old Jefferson Pike which served as an alternate route for the Northern Route of the
Trail of Tears around Murfreesboro, TN. Photo courtesy of Bob Richards and Pat Cummins.
Following is a link to a video produced by the Tennessean about the old Jefferson Pike segment:
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20120930/NEWS01/309300066/Hidden-portion-T?nclick_check=1.

17th ANNUAL TRAIL OF TEARS CONFERENCE
This year’s national conference was held October 22-25 in Norman, OK. It was hosted by the Chickasaw
Nation and the Oklahoma Chapter of TOTA. A number of Tennesseans attended including Shirley
Lawrence, Wally and Sheila Leary, Sarah Kortokrax, Cleata Townsend, Wallace Braud, Amy Kostine,
Debbie Moore, Darlene and Eddie Goins, Charlie Rhodarmer, and Deborah Kirk. Several Tennessee
chapter members took the opportunity to do some sightseeing during and after the conference. Below are
some pictures of TNTOTA members at the national conference and photos of historical and cultural sites
in Oklahoma.

Photos from the National Conference taken by Anita Smith of Cherokee, NC. Left: Unknown conference
attendee with Marybelle Chase of the Oklahoma chapter, Charlie Rhodarmer of the Sequoyah Birthplace
Museum, and Cleta Townsend of TNTOTA. Right: Wally and Sheila Leary of TNTOTA.

Left: Reconstructed Cherokee Courthouse in Gore, OK. Right: Reconstructed Cherokee Council House in
Gore, OK. Both photos by the Learys. Gore was the Cherokee Nation’s western capitol of the “Old
Settlers” from 1828-39.

Left: The Chickasaw Nation Dance Troupe demonstrates a traditional Stomp Dance in the Kochcha'
Aabiniili' Amphitheater at the Chickasaw Cultural Center. Right: The Spirit Forest inside the Chikasha
Poya Exhibit Center at the Chickasaw Cultural Center. Both photos by Mike McKee.
Other features and opportunities at the state-of-the-art Chickasaw Cultural Center include an honor
garden, indoor theater, traditional village, cafe and opportunities to attend geneaology workshops, and
stickball and dance demonstrations. They have also added a new Holisso Center for the Study of
Chickasaw History and Culture which offers opportunities for research on Chickasaw and Southeastern
tribal cultures and histories. The Center is adjacent to the Chickasaw National Recreation Area and the
Lake of the Arbuckles near Sulphur, OK. For more information, visit their website at
www.chickasawculturalcenter.com or call (580) 622-7130.
 Tennessee Events:
UT Knoxville Professor of Archaeology David G. Anderson, TN Aquarium, Chattanooga, Nov. 12,
2012, 7 pm
Anderson’s talk is part of the Friends of Moccasin Bend Lecture Series. The founding director of the
Paleoindian Database of the America’s, Anderson is a recognized authority on the development of
cultural complexity in Eastern North America. Free and open to the public. For more information,
http://www.moccasinbendpark.org/LectureSeries.htm.
5th Annual Trail of Lights, Red Clay State Park, December 15, 2012, 5 pm to 8 pm
Enjoy a trail of lights and refreshments and entertainment in the Visitor Center. $3 donation
recommended for adults, $1 for children under 12. For more information, visit
http://www.tn.gov/environment/parks/RedClay/docs/2012.pdf.
 Georgia Events:
Southeast Indians Heritage Program, Atlanta History Center, November 17, 2012, 11 am to 4 pm
Southeastern Native American craft demonstrations, performances, and discussions led by local Native
American artists and experts. Includes stickball game played by the University of Georgia’s Toli Team,
Native American story-telling and music, demonstrations on hide tanning and tool making, discussions on
Native American commerce and trade, self-guided tours of the exhibition, Native Lands: Indians and
Georgia. Free to members of the History Center, included in the cost of general admission for
nonmembers. 404-814-4000.

Christmas Candlelight Tour, New Echota State Park, December 1, 2012, 6 pm to 9:30 pm
Wander through Cherokee buildings of yesterday and enjoy paths lit by luminaries, traditional
decorations, Christmas carols, and hot apple cider. $5-$7. 706-624-1321. For more info:
http://gastateparks.org/info/echota/.
 November is National Native American Month & November 23 is Native American Heritage Day

EXCERPT FROM THE ARKANSAS STATE GAZETTE:
In honor of the Chickasaw Nation which co-hosted the National TOTA meeting, I wanted to do
something a little different and share an original source on the Chickasaw emigration.

From the Arkansas State Gazette, Little Rock, Wednesday, May 30, 1838:
“Chickasaw Emigrants.––A party of near 200 of this tribe, who have been loitering along the roads on
this side of the Mississippi, for some months past, arrived in this vicinity, last week, and were inclined to
cross the river and proceed to their country west, via Red river. Near half of them crossed over, but as
provisions had only been provided for the emigrants on the route on the north side of the Arkansas, and
none on the south side, the principal part of them were induced, by Capt. Collins and Mr. Millard to recross, and proceed with the balance of the party on the former route. The latter gentleman had just
returned from the west, on his way to the Chickasaw country east; but finding these stragglers here, with
no one to conduct them, he determined to retrace his steps, and accompany them to their lands. For the
last two or three days, he has been diligently engaged in procuring wagons for the transportation of their
baggage, &c., and will probably have them in marching order to-day or to-morrow. The remainder of the
party who crossed the river, could not be persuaded to return, and will proceed to their destination via the
southern route, on which they will subsist themselves.”
Millard is John M. Millard who conducted several groups of emigrating Chickasaws and Capt. Collins is
Captain R. D. C. Collins, disbursing agent for the Chickasaw Removal, who was stationed at Little Rock.
This is one of several groups of Chickasaws who emigrated in the spring of 1838 on their own. Those on
the north side of the river were provided horses, wagons, and an emigration agent, and continued on to
Fort Coffee via Dardanelle, AR on the Military Road. (Amanda L. Paige, Fuller L. Bumpers, Daniel F.
Littlefield, Chickasaw Removal (Ada, OK: Chickasaw Press, 2010), 76, 144-45.)
MY THANKS
To Bob Richards, Amy Kostine, Wally and Sheila Leary, Cleata Townsend, and the Chickasaw Cultural
Center for providing information and photos for this newsletter. I would like to encourage anyone who
has announcements of events pertaining to Cherokee history or has information related to research or
education on the Trail of Tears that they believe other TNTOTA members would be interested in, to
please contact me at vickirozema@comcast.net or vrozema@utk.edu.

