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Plan to attend The Great Tellico History Day on June 22,
2019 in Tellico Plains. Events will run from 10-4:00 at the
Charles Hall Museum. TNTOTA meeting will start at
1:00 EST at the First UMC in Tellico.

March Meeting

The TNTOTA March meeting was a huge success with over 35 people attending at the
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum in Vonore, Tennessee. The bylaws changes were presented and
approved by the membership and were later approved by the TOTA National Board. The
following officers were elected:
President- Debbie Moore
VP- Patara Marlow
Secretary- Darlene Goins
Treasurer – Erin Medley
State Director- Faye Calloway, Shirley Lawrence (term expires 12/31/19) and Doris Trevino (term
expires 12/31/19)
National Directors- Cleata Townsend and Vicki Rozema (term expires 12/31/20)
Thanks to everyone that participated in the election.
After the business meeting and elections the group was invited to tour the newly renovated
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum. The group found the new state of the art displays to be
outstanding. Congratulations to Charlie Rhodarmer and his staff for all their hard work during the
renovation.

The Tennessee Trail of Tears Board (left to right) Cleata Townsend, Doris Trevino, Shirley
Lawrence. Back row: Debbie Moore, Patara Marlow, Dr. Vicki Rozema, Darlene Goins and Faye
Callaway. Not pictured Erin Medley.
Additional March Events
Congratulations to the Hiwassee River Heritage Center in Charleston, Tennessee for their
grand re-opening events that were held on March 29-30. The events were well attended by
TNTOTA members with many having informational booths for the public to view. In attendance
was National Trail of Tears Association President Jack Baker, Executive Director of the National
Trail of Tears Association Troy Wayne Poteete and a host of local dignitaries. Trail of Tears
Association members attended from other states including North Carolina, Georgia and
Oklahoma. Ribbon cutting ceremonies dedicated both the Hiwassee River Heritage Center and a
portion of the National Historic Trail that will someday go all the way to the Hiwassee River.
As part of the activities a National Historic Trail sign was dedicated at the home of Bob and
Nancy Erwin during the activities. The home located on Walker Valley Road in Charleston is
thought to be a pre-removal home that was built by Alexander Wilson and his wife Jane Swan.

Brett Riggs, a research archaeologist based at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
did a presentation at Walker Valley High School that outlined the archeological work that has
been completed in Charleston, TN the former location of Fort Cass during the forced Removal in
1838. The event was well attended.
Thanks to the many people that worked to complete the renovations especially, Darlene Goins
for her hard work during the renovation and the planning of the events.

The first portion of the National Historic Trail in Charleston, Tennessee was dedicated on March
29, 2019. (photo by Debbie Moore)
April Events
On April 6, members of the Tennessee Trail of Tears Association met at Blythe’s Ferry Cherokee
Memorial Removal Park in Birchwood to clean up the ferry landing. In about 2 hours the group
picked up 20 bags of trash and some tires. Thanks to Patara Marlow that saw a need and planned
the event.

From left to right: Debbie Moore, Mark Odom from TVA, Patara Marlow, new TNTOTA
member Michelle Stiffler, James Marlow and Shirley Lawrence. Also helping with the trash was
13 year old TNTOTA member Gabriel Marlow who was our photographer.
May Events
Congratulations to Erin Medley & staff for the completion of historically correct video to show
to the thousands of visitors that come to Red Clay State Historic Park in Bradley County, TN.
Many TN Trail of Tears members are featured in the video. Make plans to go by the park to see
the video. Copies will be available for purchase in the near future.

The Tennessee Trail of Tears Association will be attending the Great Appalachian
Homesteading Conference at Tennessee Tech University (Hyder-Burks Ag Pavilion) in
Cookeville, Tennessee on May 25, 2019. We have people scheduled to attend to work our
TNTOTA booth: Debbie Moore, Shirley Lawrence and Faye Calloway. TNTOTA members
Nancy Williams from Blyth Ferry Cherokee Removal Park and Mary Jane Reece from Coker
Creek will have booths also. Anyone else that will come work a 3 hour shift at the booth will be
given a free admission—please let me know if you plan to come work. This is a ticketed event—free

admission to active military and veterans. We are expecting to have over a thousand people to
attend. The event will be 9am-7pm CDT. Debbie Moore will be giving a presentation at 10am
CDT at the conference. Visit The Great Appalachian Homesteading Conference – Home on
Facebook for more information. This event is conducted by our very own VP Patara Marlow.
June Event

This is the 35th Anniversary of the Remember the Removal Bike Ride. To follow their training
and their long ride from New Echota, GA to Tahlequah, Ok you can follow them on their
Facebook page Remember the Removal Bike Ride. They will leave New Echota in Georgia and
arrive at Red Clay State Park in Tennessee on June 2.They will be at the Hiwassee Heritage
Center in Charleston, TN and at Blythe’s Ferry Cherokee Memorial Removal Park on Monday,
June 3.
The Tennessee Trail of Tears Association has joined forces with The Charles Hall Museum of
History and Heritage to have a daylong event called the Great Tellico History Day on Saturday,
June 22, 2019. The events will start at 10am EST at the Hall Museum located at 229 Cherohala
Skyway in Tellico Plains, Tennessee. There will be 18th century demonstrations such as
blacksmithing, musket rifle firing, blowgun demonstrations and much more around the Hall
Museum. We will email everyone a flyer with all the activities listed soon.
The June meeting of the Tennessee Trail of Tears will be held at 1:00pm EST on June 22 at
the First United Methodist Church located at 215 Southard Street in Tellico Plains, TN. No
business will conducted at this meeting. Kyle Courtney will be providing native flute music prior to
the meeting. Guest Speakers will be Quentin Bass of the Cherokee National Forest speaking
about Great Tellico and Dr. Brett Riggs presenting the archaeology of the roads taken by the
North Carolina Cherokee during the forced removal. The meeting will conclude at 2:30 or shortly
thereafter.
Several young members of the United Keetowah Band of Cherokees Indians in Oklahoma will
be in the area during the month of June. On the morning of June 22 they will walk a portion of
the Trail of Tears from Coker Creek area to Tellico Plains to honor their relatives who walked
through Tellico Plains during the removal of the Cherokee from North Carolina in 1838. At the
conclusion of the meeting TNOTA members will join the walkers at the church for a last stretch of
the commemorative walk to the Charles Hall Museum TNTOTA state director, Faye Callaway
will sing in Cherokee, Kyle Courtney will provide native flute music and Jack Crawford will pray in
Cherokee as a wreath is placed in a garden area behind the museum. Historical records show the
Cherokee and prehistoric Native Americans resided and had several mounds in this area. We are
honored to have the United Keetowah Band of Cherokee Indians participating.
We need volunteers to work our booth from 10am to about 4:00 pm EST. If everyone works a
short shift it would be wonderful.
Patara Marlow, Pam Mathews and Debbie Moore are chairing this event.
July Event
TNTOTA will have an educational booth at the River Town Festival in Calhoun, Tennessee
on Saturday, July 13 from 10am to 2pm. A chairman is needed for this activity.

August Event
Cherokee Cultural Days will be held at Red Clay Historic Park in Bradley County, TN on August
10th and 11th. Our own Erin Medley is the Park Director. 10am-5pm EST on both days. This
event is sponsored in part by the Keetowah Band, the Cherokee Nation and the Eastern Band of
Cherokee Indians. There is a $5 parking fee per car. We will have an educational booth set up
both days. We need a chairman to secure workers and be responsible for our booth.
September Events

TNTOTA will have an educational booth at the International Cow Pea Festival in Charleston, TN
on Saturday, September 14, 2019 10am-5pm EST at the Charleston City Park. A chairman is
needed for this activity. There is a parking fee that supports the Hiwassee River Heritage Center.
TBA- In Mid-September Executive Director of the National Trail of Tears Troy Wayne Poteetee
will be visiting Tennessee. He has agreed to be a guest speaker for TNTOTA. I am hoping to
secure an additional speaker to share information about the Muskogee Creek experience on the
Trail of Tears. We will need a large auditorium for this event. Cleveland State Community
College in Cleveland, Tennessee and Tennessee Wesleyan College in Athens, Tennessee have
repeatedly asked us to bring an event to their campuses. However, I would like to find a venue at
least in Chattanooga (perhaps Chattanooga State) to assist our members from that area and Middle
Tennessee. Suggestions for a venue are welcomed. Debbie Moore and Patara Marlow will chair
this event.
October Events
We will have a booth at the Blessing of the Buffalo at the Vital Farm in Georgetown, TN. A
chairman is needed for this event.
National Trail of Tears Annual Meeting in Paducah, KY will be held on October 12th and 13th at
the Holiday Inn Paducah, KY (Riverfront) 270-366-7614. Room Block: Trail of Tears 2019
Conference. Room rate $89 plus tax. We will have an educational booth at this event. A
chairman for the booth is needed.
In our thoughts and prayers
Our condolences are extended to Tammera Hicks for the loss of her husband Jimmy Webster
and to Nancy Williams for the loss of her husband Darwin Dee Williams.

Miscellaneous Items
Please note – we will have more events than listed. If you wish to chair one of the events listed
above please contact Patara Marlow at Marlow995@hotmail.com or Debbie Moore at
bradleyfolks@aol.com. If you wish for an event to be added to the calendar please contact Debbie
Moore.

I will be ordering TNTOTA name badges on May 22. They are $10. Please send your name the
way you want it to appear on the badge to bradleyfolks@aol.com before May 22.

Follow the Tennessee Trail of Tears Association on Facebook at TN Trail of Tears Association.
We need a newsletter editor and we need someone to develop a display for our educational booth.
TNTOTA will purchase a sturdy display board. Please let Debbie Moore know if you are
interested in editing our newsletters or making our educational display.
Debbie Moore, Patara Marlow, Scott Schroeder (Executive Director of TN Overhill Heritage
Association) and Pam Mathews have started the process to have Trail of Tears signage installed in
and around Tellico Plains, Tennessee in 2019. Debbie Moore, Patara Marlow and Shirley
Lawrence are working to add some Trail of Tears signage in Rhea County, Tennessee 2020.
Thanks,
Debbie Moore

